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2018 PROCLAIMED THE YEAR OF NAALTSOOS SÁNÍ 

The Navajo Nation Branch leaders signed a proclamation recognizing 2018 as, “The Year of 

Naaltsoos Sání.” Chief Justice JoAnn Jayne, President Russell Begaye, Vice President Jonathan 

Nez and Speaker LoRenzo Bates signed the proclamation at the Navajo Nation Museum Friday 

morning. 

Naaltsoos Sání is The Treaty of 1868. The proclamation was initiated due to this year being the 

150th year since the treaty was signed by Navajo leaders and Indian Peace Commissioners on 

behalf of the United States on June 1, 1868, at Fort Sumner, New Mexico. The signing of the 

treaty resulted in the Navajo people returning home to the lands between the Sacred Mountains 

and created a nation-to-nation relationship with the United States government.  

Before signing the proclamation, Chief Justice Jayne said she was thinking of the Diné who 

signed the treaty. “I think about them during this moment right now. They had the wisdom, they 

had the love, they had the courage to think about us. They are the ones that had to put their marks 

down on this naaltsoos,” she said.  

Chief Justice Jayne also noted that the Diné people have survived through time immemorial. 

“Before the signing of the treaty we were here and so we pay homage to all the people, to all our 

children, to all our mothers, nihi cheii, nihi másání,” she said. 

In conjunction with The Year of Naaltsoos Sání, the Navajo Nation Museum is planning to bring 

the treaty to the Navajo Nation for an exhibit through the month of June. This will mark the first 

time that the treaty will be on the Navajo Nation. The proclamation supports educating the 

Navajo Nation and people on its significance. 

Through the proclamation, the branch chiefs committed to a continuing effort to revitalize the 

Diné language and traditional and cultural teachings and directed all Navajo Nation divisions, 

departments and programs to do their parts in strengthening Navajo Nation sovereignty and the 

survival of the Diné Lifeway. 

http://www.navajocourts.org/


The proclamation states, “On June 1, 1868, our Diné leaders signed the Treaty of 1868 with the 

United States Government to, first and foremost, ensure our return to our beloved homeland; 

secondly, protect our Diné Lifeway; and thirdly, memorialize our newly created Nation-to-

Nation sovereign relationship with the federal government.” 

The proclamation also states, “it is our duty and responsibility as Diné to preserve, support and 

protect our strengths as a people, to ensure that our sacred language and traditional teachings are 

not lost for future generations, and to maintain our cultural and spiritual ties to our homeland 

between the Sacred Mountains where our stories were created and our livelihood is connected.” 

The proclamation concludes with, “We hereby encourage the public to learn and share the 

history, language and cultural teachings of our people so that our Diné Lifeway will live on in 

perpetuity.”  
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