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P 2 A

Quarterly message of the Chief Justice

W& 1 tween their district court cases and some supreme court

4 cases. During this first quarter of 2020, two (2) Associate
justice applicants were under consideration by the Judicial
Conduct Commission who sent both applicants to Presi-
dent Jonathan Nez for his consideration. The Hashkégji
Nahatdaj 22 (Judicial Branch
recruit candidates to fill the second associate justice posi-
tion.

JUDGES3d TRAI NI NG AND DOheMNNA- C
tional Judici al Coll ege, Re
training arena for the Navajo Nation judges for many
years. My observation, in 2018, was that we spent thou-
sands of dollars off the Navajo Nation for legal training.
My thought and vision has been that we need to stay local
for training since we have our own Navajo legal experts to
call upon. To that end, all of the 2018 training require-
Y80 8t 6 ®®hDOO6SKighéi; AdbAIKADNa h a t Niaamehtd (14 hours of legal training per year) for Navajo Na-
taani 24t Honorable Navajo Nation Council Delegatedion judges was fulfilled within the Navajo Nation and
DG06 Alaaji HozhoGjiNa h at d aj 3JohathdhaNeza Roetaught by Navajo legal experts. Based on this accomplish-
Myron LizerAkadé Dajizdahyigi, DO6 distinguished guests. ment, and to remain on the Nation in the future, | present-

[ respectfully present yo wedthdidea of ataying l@a with DMé& Qoleyed(aof dware |
Branch) First Quarterly Report for Fiscal Year 202@ h at efforts had begun for
G h N,Nsgparation of SeasonsNi | ¢ h 69mallsvéind;sC20 | | ege of Law). Thus, we
Nilchditsoh, Big Wi nd. assist us with training resources and personnel for training
A HIGHLIGHT IN THIS QUARTER: 3 NEW NAVAJO NAT@Nes and staff. During these rounds of conversations
PROBATIONARY JUDGES1e Has hk ®®j 2 ddauhtainirdy,8DindBCobegecPnesident reached out to the
extends a heartfelt appr e dudied Branch fot imput forhheir develspmén®oRg Collede a
Branch employees, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Neazf, Law.

Navajo Nation Law and Order Committee, Navajo Nati@021 and 2022 NAVAJO NATION GENERAL FUND BUDC
Naadbi kdi yati 6 C otm Navajot Mation ET&: nTdh et h Bla s2Mk ®®j 2 Nahat 08
Council-Nahat daj 2?2 Nadhat aa B 815600659 Millionrincreaseén General Funds in ghe lasb2n
of three (3) new Navajo Nation probationary judges on Deudget cycles for 2019 and 2020. We received Navajo
cember 19, 2019. Nation General Funds of $14,924,653 for the current Fis-
The addition of 3 new judges will expand the ability of theal Year 2020. The submission of the 2021 budget is now
Navajo Nation courts to adjudicate more cases in a shortarnderway. And it is not too soon to look at 2022. There
time frame. It has always been the vision and requiremerdre 193 employees funded by general funds and 28 em-
of the Judicial Branch to attend to cases in the most effiployees funded by Public Law 9838 funds. The Hash-
cient and effective means possible. The addition of 3 nelk ® ® ] 2 Nahat 68 Branch has do
judges increases the ability to fully pursue Diné lsecure approximately $4,782,641 external funds, includ-

beenahazd 8ani. whi ch al | ingBureau of ;ndiad Affdiis and d.5. DdpartamenicohJustice
body the traditional values and processes of the Navajtunds.
People. FACILITY NEEDS CONTINUES TO BE A PRIORETNto-

The achievement of recruiting 3 new district court judgeposed Shiprock Judicial Complex includes a court building
is monumental. The work, however, is not done sincand remains on priority setting due to inadequate room
there exists seven (7) district court judge vacancies in thand unsafe building conditions. The current court case-
Navajo Nation. load cannot be sustained in the present quarters. Like-
THE NAVAJO NATION SUPREME COURT IS CLOSEWIiEe Alle Kayenta Judicial District building cannot continue
QUIRING A FULL PANEDBEe Navajo Nation Supreme Courto sustain caseloads. The Window Rock District Court
consists of the Chief Justice and two (2) associate justicesnoved its operation within the Administration of Courts
There has been a gap of nearly ten (10) years since a fudlilding in 2018 due to an unsafe building. The staff con-
panel of the Navajo Nation Supreme Court has existetinues to operation under these conditions until other
Currently, JoAnn B. Jayne is the Chief Justice and onehuofildings are secured. With assistance and support from
the Associate Justices is Justice Eleanor Shirley. Withouttze Law and Order Committee of the 24th Navajo Nation
second associate justice, district court judges had beeil@ouncil, we continue to look for court space and funding.
called upon to sit as an associate justice by designationasThe Hashk®®j 2 Nahat 68 bran
allowable in the Navajo Nation Code. This designation crexents in the 1st Quarterly 2020 report to the Legislative
ated a decade of district court judges spending time beand Executive branches and to the Dinéd
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Chinle Judicial Districtds Save Our Students rlesour
CHI NLE JUDI ClI AL DI STRs|ofnugd g memt t i dnucsu mea s -|
Chinle Judi ciomlt i havie ndgrit chfe O § ¢ ehmale h e dame e thiindgh dByeed o 1] i e
handmnak pr doefkatrhdel vele alef Ky e meeting has not happene
t Well Ces®he dicomticthomeaiastg wi t h,
t hSea Wer$t udgernacup, ivwhpecanstsalpZ | G Y1 JI I N JUDI ClI A} DI
evofdevel apli ngtsersiswepththvear i hbe Dzi g Yijiin Judicial]| Disf
commumiittiGésnA @y e nltoywe v e rf,u ngdriscrets and coordinate meefing:
remaimmby. S. Depart ment oafnd ulsotciacle service providers w
Thdudike arnOMmfgiccoenrt ithcaestilsedzi g Yijiin Judicial Didtric
Chidlueiiisatlwiitdlbbomewvti ot enasgfad Order Committee of tHe Na
Heconduotmesti c heaobeMEredpyr meeting on October 7, 201
mor i né assiwittdldafdgri omosedurt Administrator repor|ted
def strhe prjeusditgdeienvgpesiingli s |syerpzi g Yijiin Court operlatio
Vi cheaswee eyra | utadnk d@three eadfs hpee o09n  Oct ober 3 and Novembéer 5,
pe. , o . were hosted by DNA Peoplled L
Thegquar tjewdiycioaf erweanste l idnyor k shop provided |l egal phdvi
DI|n,k/brIJzud@Ie60UAdmlnlaﬁﬂ@l{)qﬂ@ga|s Seek|ng |ega| aidje ir
thmeet@m‘b@hartfh@hldlu@|m||9tlbélﬁést|C proceed|ngs: D VOTIC
Th&udiBeriaanlelt eti vreedgvu d b weriej gn of Recor d, Paternitly/ Ch
introdaced@eu he udagle s c upslsaegdg i p . The workshops are|succ
mendft heew | acdgdsanogfe assignmenygsStheir pro se packets i
Ot heirscub s C bmmbeodsce r air®mudidyrt her processing.
ed r ag,jnu chiopiea laatnfdo mawmpgdsal € oy oOct ober 1 and 2 2019 a
Thehinle Judhatswdachuosstistiy¢okne ngt"aAmreualo Tribal Lealders
StattOamdb'.ySbDlPdkeUpomecefpﬁ'ﬁ‘&nsitions at Santa Ana a
c o ucrltearpkp | i c a tti hddusneRfersoomDece se | o N. M.
par tt,menient erpwioecweisksles c he dfude d 5.t ober 24 and 25 20h 9 ‘
furtphecesbbnaftt op aLYtddNGF 4 st rator attended Archi vir
t|su:ndidehdmweha\n@rtecean@qdqo-polIcy & procedures. A dle mon
C am 1
Sidgedomeni s aniomepar oMk T SN PMENL Vs cop o
ortio@.cDi s cusveirceps oC eisrsman S :
fr<j)Izutit)lhceouerrtlfﬂsacbk:e,nw:ehrraamnirso-ﬁ October 30, 2019 at qhinl

Contd6d on |page
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Judici al District quarterly highlights

Contdd from page 9

Law

-Wewt obh OCN&Waj
Nati o ir

and LOC Vic
jiin Judicial L

Order Committee member Eug
Counci |l Del egate Jimmy Yell o
mittee meeting at Dzi g VYi

=
and
n

n aJnudd gCeo uB etd oAndinei na st r @Qd wrrt aA (
n dColhd ees enwvwceer wine wD etcheantb ewa s2 Of , «
citali cManager , and

Navaj o Nation Cashiers Offi

a
n
e
20131, LKNGN! gyUDpC| ALT DS Tef
C

Lee, of fice technic
wor k session on Fin
ed by Yvoibme maéAnyi $d
Roberta Holyan from
On November 3 and 4,

cian; Marita Lee, cour Dli 9 "'kkoin ac%%rgo%rond/ﬂ%m'erh'ﬁtt“
tended FMI'S Training: oo n k9 qfht'r‘i‘jnﬁi’ri dRGUT ke
Procurement & Accounts Payablye gtroTn an||Ar w Ncaevsa,
Casino Resort. Training d S cfuaxSijlointsa tggfd ny er nece[
s&or man, Fiscal Service @Paﬁwgétlﬁzg Ngagwht Be rspP8
from Office of the Contr qgjelxgr meeting is on January
During the first quartergyhiCOUflarAdde Py weée f f A h ¢
participated in various mpgRetoich @HedanNnd, w020k1 S §t'a0tn|
senting Dzi g Yijiin Judigia@dksDiwdrks<ttat iatn Sen\,\ﬂaesd

mi ni strator and Managers eglh@gCO@rtttenglﬁe]ﬂ it ter adt b
Conference held at Tuba %g,yz\chgi,cimdrrq, SBEGEY, O
178 2019; attended Dzi gwiYtiH ipda cReenda koi g pqo nrcaln{ r
ing at Forest Lake Chapteftagom emptwpwgdiayy Oc |eds 5o f
on November 8, 2019 assispbg)qiméldiqqqs}ﬂtgqqlflse,, c,orLbrtvaa|
istrator, with interviewg| hee. vacant court clerk ¢
Tuba City Judici al Di strimgte; DANKOM®NCANPrVie mpielr| Indt
was invited by Bessie A'I'ie@:ed:m@aottiedn Purrpt,|defnutrthtec
the Public Saf eplyanjnuidnigeimée tCiogg@en®% n st af f assist
Pinon Chapter. DNA egal office only assist



il

Dil kon Judici al District Court staff greeted |t he g

ed cases for pro se clinii.ctor Clyde, udi ci al Hearin
On October 7, 2019, Judgec Begalemnd dVbssesLaaFrrchnbe,as
court administrator, attemdeeédthe Leadership, Team Bu
ing and Coaching Skills Tha WRJINDa gheerlsd andnoluw mé ryv ijss arf o
Conference at Flagstaff, aArdi staff participated.
Judge Begay assisted othdwumdgedVcicabrdiCétydecwwasamadqk8ynp
Court with cases such as Nantrni oaing®inentss onhedr iSmgs alpiSal
ments, writs etc. Pro Se Clinics included |topi
On Oct-®8pel019 court cl erskhsi parbdy Budckgead aBeAqradye raton Wi t h
tended'"Ameuall0 Tribal Ledderidhieps €bheededcée&pr thil|s mol
ATransitions, 0 at Santa AQaurPtueAdmmi, niNstMr. at ors meefling
St aff Attorney Jordan Halhg Cesi gnddmiomi Ntorvatmbre r NIs2.9 , K
20109. mi ni strator Verlena Hal e.
Dil kon Court hosted the QuwamgterClynwthudi dihalmpGomf erJendd &
December 20, 20109. Clyde, St aff Attorney Lofenzoc
Court celebrated both hoAddiaryisst(rTahtamkséendng ®&adgqClprair
mas) wi tshersvtiafef tirmi ni ngsQuarterly Judici al Confer|lence
I n December, the meeting |was
WI NDOW ROCK JUDI ClI AJupgeS CTRHtthfa Thompson afssisH
Judge Cynthia Thompson chanstqsnu 'sthﬁAIaasn%O' Gouddg pLesif
on cases within the Dil kohnt%9¢8qi ylnak 'Fis 't qrEHSOFinn ’lts,q'est
Judicial District Judge M§Rbm QQTW' nfeedar §rﬂodqtt o' €39
tance with hearing cases: MaWR hatssosa' ®vi g% .v'ocleun%ecohfn'cca
es ed a meetling on” Fines -ees
Judge William Platero pr r]'gl'irblI & oM 'Fei mi n pd b me s -
tic Violence cases in WindoewW'undiocV‘f ahOCIJ(i ?ioulr L Sl VWi T
Rock, Ariz. porary personne 0 séls_t Wi
Judge Malcolm Begay presll|<edve'dn oGO Y st Balcle! fefi-viFumdigh &% o
plex civil cases in Wi ndoMWSFfudicial Di strict i n |Wind
Rock, Ariz. Contod on| page
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Ramah District Court Of fice Technician Maris Roe phnd T

the Din® College School of Law Symposium on Decermber
transcribe the Navajo |l anguage.

Navajo Department of Lawca@&l [Eeadtoircremedéep&eirvsces, mpbea-ey
part ment of Ramah Navaj owhConr rteoc tmaokne %e rdwipoesd,t afjdt hhb
Courts. Ot her | ocal ser viOne Nprvewnibeker 4 ,t RRaOtl 9ha vCeo ugnt  iAn
in delivery of services OFfibe JTaeshhicei ags Melnhiygl or eagvt-
With coll aborative effordlsed tthoe Tgwionu pArhroopme sCatsd n@¢ o n tFil
identifying ways to sharmamaddt ety ed&mlniame i eaXx i sMa magp epmeor
es to better service theFMloSmnuBhi Pryo c LArt e niehnet cRoonlcll quusti ov
the meeting, comment s anwi dwelsst i winlsl whea we rvad rsieau sp yr otl|
participants. of initiating, approving, rec
Appoi nt ment s t o ot her Dinsgtl rioimet pCooahéase andquEspt pmas .
Cour't Case: Thi s 1st quaOneNoVemdiger Wi | | 2@aM9 Pl @6 e o Av
appointed to handle otheandi Otf fii €«te cToeucrhtn icca saens Maydi sa s
to pending cases of t he NdNaajap oCHNeapti @rn pd uapnrnei nmeg ert ti
Cases. Judge Platero anduthenstafllie aptuttoronne ynewdr ked u
court orders and opinion®ni Nopemipar atd4pon201%t af ije aRa
has been assigned to assasteotdkedr tdias i ingt omo uirQosr].r e ct
Construction of Ramah NassmentLa wb yE nE|o&Zicheemekhe h dadmpa o m i
Judici al Compl ex: On Occdiodleirst2.2, 120MWha,s a Meetwdi njg awa
hel d at t he Ramah DistriRamaGouMdwvajoon. Chapt eCrhapMeet i o
Ramah enacted a resoluti2da®hl S,upPourtti nAgd mihnei se srtad bolr] sEhsme
of a new judicial compl exi amdMaraiws ERber ae memtd eda ¢tihlei t
During the meeting, the phapecdramerdedenand Raenadl| |INtaiva
superintendent, prosecutiomg atnhde gpebpive oaper sv eadt tpintdhe
There was a |l engthy discassesnobn®amhhpBandpilLasnidde ot r
provide a copy of the amrarbded cShdptegr ameds dludtiicom|l t €0
court and superintendentof | and.
On October 30, 20109, Couwrnt DAEcmimbiest r3gt d?2r0 1Bst ICoruf d 0o $¢
and Office Technician MaChise fRo®f tRamlvied ee,d Qoor rChcitniljoen sDi
trict Court to attend a work session that was schledul
Court Admi ni strators and Of fice Technici annst 6d eog alp adgien
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Newly admitted members of the Navajo Nation Bar Assoqiati
Navaj o Nation Supreme Court.

Oaths of Office. Wil ey Keene, Rudy Al exander A
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chukai, Round Rock, Ts®chodfi zohf2f iacned fRoorc k6 Pd aartd craenimuenri s
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for Chinle District. Branch Meetings, Training|l, an
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Dine College School of Law Symposium participants
pl oyee Housing CommitteeNabDarongawhsshaogalaraed, obhhe
tended meetings to make Housiumgeaggsiagirumdret pramgd aansp
a rent al rate increase f orhee nil socyleses ihommnuswang ani t de
Law School initiative One of the recommendati ons
The Judicial Branch par tdnuerCekd ywiwaehs Dt heb€gi nege | @
the School of Law SymposiPlimste HEtehmin@athethBgNa
Nation needs a | aw schooNatd®d BRoW tshue hDian® Ll €86
would | ook. Meetings were OHdled wirtglmnRegxtlie®easlJi m and
er Din® College staff on OkbetobBasep3Fam@cliybEoumRd®at iNc
ber 12, November 26, and JDAAnembleary nle0 ,0 n2 0QA9t, 0 bteor p3 ,an
prepare for the symposi upm ovRarstaifceitpya na ,sd wseurcec eisd e rft
and an agenda was devel omfed ajy tNmd imlnanni ng team. P
making Program and Adminiehreaefi gestOifde cwaofi nvhiet eGo
al so participated in prepfaarraet i Aeat f gn CWAg scyonprots i & st
On Dece#mlBer 2029, the SciWNodMl. oofn L@at Slyenrp o 46 ; 20109.
um was hel d at Din® Collggeundcwork dustihee | AaArcmh M
Associate Justice Eleanofh&hUudeyj alPe&camaki rNge wP rMe
Coordinator EIl aine HenderNsadn ,onP ersacye nbaek i anfgf ePcrtoegdr abny T
ditional Din® Researcher Choef Sdmusddavale, m@d v enrennmepnatr tF
tions Officer Karen Fransiasy ahe ihaalalih'genzmlf Phegrmal
cialist Robert Johnson adcdoemtded the Symposi um. Di s
sions included the need aprPdbvisienehnhptos a | aw school
regarding accreditation, caveseguspei be wdd eirredi,t ecqu
to be developed, chall eng@sstaattd £ i WAt £1d Sehnidp R UGB NP
ceed. Recommendati ons wehg madeNefw oon | &laln sp arLtAl conp ac
which included many Iegaﬂ:ressc|hdoelnatr53dmatﬁhnaenr|[q@ﬁ | 8§
| aw. More research will el ecgoantdeusctoahdarqrhmnréengedvﬁ



g S b4 =) o —— .— ~ —— A
o + o ®© o [}) —_
; oo co? +L0w&noaaeh
© = +— —
o T3Eel iz sfvamSigoe-
—_ - — () c « O w» o - eB...I
© . -00 g,co am ,lﬂﬂlwmslata
< 84.T.mn Q m c 7 o —
I3\ o B d. I = of o
" |naC.|tOS
(&) a@un - 4
o [ &rf
= enlaioen
> —
Id|Q“a|fd_|_lba
-3 =
o (W) aae
o %&NDéest
Qo c
- n_.er %) % nd
() Wl A +~ QO
a ﬁ%¥ocd )
cqfy LD O
c _ o o De..l.e
< W Efp 05 ==
mW o anmwouho.lcp
= @© — = <
@ © (¢)] —
—c c — L )
©,° g OO -5 o o, > o
— (@] —®©
<o ert_l.l.he < nma S _c o O
CUt o> O aCk f0n0nreMnr S -C -
mton 2o feT “o® <w 9%
Y —
o- _- > arenalp u..l.en m (] o0
vo_""a—-o0%0 voZcZoPCo_ O
E_ - SIS e%ghih -0 _
r.lfegtteq — > ~— o a...IhS
ocn?®EfcmgE®® v © — o S
Y— —- NtRS ...ISr.l - . ..O >
o0 —
n% x 0 = Ouat9nthd © O
> >ce 03 ~Y"c 7 o—- oo —u+g
> ..Lmn.|.00 D) Seo er..l o c =
CoP-—vvgE? > Ne Oo_c NoOow_
Y
Do nWoOoT > ©© .IeyT [ I —
o++-~@3@T > , = - S -3 -+~ ST
mn e~ VY= 2Z2 S w— © O 00 © © O g
z — >0 wn c nO erolaIiId —— 0
C c O.— [P R — o ZC—oc o @
Vo STOCNCS~ ¢ +xo Ooc @ Xx>_
——o0vPcc,.x_0 _YBcoxon o ©o
— e 0 Be +Ew cfCScs5o00e co .0_ToO
<m@.— c w—wO0TO _*YOo,_  Eoswvo0coDECc.—
Zw—woc003< - E THOUTCS-_ 00O OOV— O
Q « 50+ > ow ScoS_.Eo00&E0a
- voOow wecw ©c<Pnco_0o0omcoovct®
CewEXL CCOCS QOB 0C VO VOO
TC>cs-0038CORB OV c._0OTX>S>c>CC
COPF-TBEQO0 v v v O0Qc_—_coo0ovQO_0



