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Judges assigned to judicial districts 
By order of Acting Chief Justice Thomas 

J. Holgate, judge assignments have been 

made, effective November 8, 2017.  

District Court Judge Tina Tsinigine, who 

was confirmed as a probationary judge by 

the Navajo Nation Council in October, has 

been assigned to the Kayenta Judicial Dis-

trict. Judge Malcolm Begay, who was con-

firmed for permanent appointment by the 

Council also in October, is assigned to the 

Dilkon Judicial District. 

Judge Cynthia Thompson is assigned to 

the Window Rock and Chinle Judicial Dis-

tricts. Judge Leonard Livingston is assigned 

to the Crownpoint Judicial District and 

Pueblo Pintado Circuit Court. Judge Wil-

liam J.J. Platero is assigned to the 

Toôhajiilee/Alamo and Ramah Judicial Dis-

tricts. 

Judge Rudy Bedonie continues presiding 

at Chinle and Dziğ Yijiin Judicial Districts; 

Judge Genevieve Woody presides at 

Shiprock Judicial District; Judge Victoria 

Yazzie presides at Tuba City Judicial Dis-

trict; Judge Irene Black presides at Aneth 

Judicial District; and Judges Carol Perry 

and Geraldine Benally continue to preside 

at Window Rock Judicial District.  

In addition, two hearing officers have been 

hired under a one-year grant . Victor Clyde 

is stationed at Window Rock Judicial Dis-

trict and Dorothea Denetsosie is currently 

stationed at Tuba City Judicial District. 

There are 11 district court judges through-

out the Navajo Nation. The Judicial Branch 

of the Navajo Nation continues to seek ap-

plicants for the positions of district court 

judge and associate justice. Visit 

www.navajocourts.org/vacancies.htm for 

more information. ǒ 

Judge Malcolm Begay and Acting Chief Justice Thomas J. Holgate present Judge Be-
gayôs legislation for permanent confirmation to the Navajo Nation Council with Law and 

Order Committee member Kee Allen Begay and Chairman Edmund Yazzie  October 18, 
2017.  

Tina Tsinigine takes the oath of office  delivered by Acting Chief Justice Holgate on Octo-
ber 18, 2017, before the Navajo Nation Council. Ms.Tsinigine was confirmed as  a proba-

tionary judge the day before by the Council. 

INSIDE: Judicial Branch reports for FY17 4th Quarter 
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Staff attorney Tina Tsinigine provided six pro se train-

ings for the public.  Training topics included dissolution 

of marriage, paternity, child visitation, child custody, 

child support, correction of record, name change, declara-

tion of name, answering a petition, guardianship of a mi-

nor, and probate.  Trainings are held for individuals who 

wish to file pro se packets with the court.  An individual 

who wants to represent himself/herself is required to at-

tend pro se training so he/she is aware of what the law 

requires and his/her duties and responsibilities in court.  

The total number of attendees for the pro se trainings was 

92 participants. 

The Tuba City Judicial District held a criminal justice 

summit meeting on August 25, 2017.  Programs in attend-

ance included law enforcement, corrections, probation/

parole services, peacemaking, social services, courts, and 

other local service providers that have an interest in deliv-

ery of services by the justice system.  With collaborative 

efforts, the group hopes to continue work on identifying 

ways to share and streamline existing processes to better 

serve the community. 

On August 18, 2017, the Tuba City Judicial District 

staff joined staff from the Administrative Office of Court 

for staff development training in Flagstaff, Arizona.  The 

group participated in the Northern Arizona University 

Challenge Ropes Course.  The event concluded with a 

training on the teachings of the dawn and the eclipse by 

Window Rock traditional program specialist Elaine Hen-

derson.  The group enjoyed the informational training and 

activity. 

On September 8, 2017, the Tuba City Judicial District 

met with local school officials to present a work flow 

chart for school truancy.  During the summer months, key 

personnel from the Office of the Prosecutor, Peacemaking 

Program, Probation and Parole Services, Department of 

Family Services, and Tuba City Judicial District worked 

together to develop a work flow chart for the schools to 

address truancy issues.  The schools were appreciative of 

the truancy program.  

On September 14, 2017, court administrator Alice 

Huskie and court clerk Geraldine Sakiestewa participated 

in a Justware work session in Window Rock.  Justware is 

the case management program utilized by all Navajo Na-

tion Courts.  The group held lengthy discussions, re-

viewed the Justware application, and recommended pro-

posed changes to better meet the needs of the courts.  All 

Navajo Nation Judicial Districts are represented and have 

input at these work sessions. 

Tuba City Court and Child Support Enforcement (CSE) 

are collaborating information in hopes of locating and 

serving absent parents.  During this quarter, the CSE held 

Tuba City Judicial District 

Contôd on page 18 
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Kayenta Judicial District 

Office technician Thomasine James participated in a 

training entitled, ñDrug Identification and Recognition to 

Support Tribal Justice,ò on August 7-10, 2017, in Albu-

querque, N.M. The free training offered insight on drug 

abuse and recognition systems, identifying signs and 

symptoms of an individual under the influence, current 

drug trends and legal considerations related to drug inves-

tigations. 

Judge Malcolm Begay participated in a National Judi-

cial College training entitled, ñJudging in the Digital Age: 

Conquering Discovery and Admission of Electronically 

Stored Information,ò on August 15-17, 2017, in Reno, 

Nev. The course offered insights on procedural rules and 

substantive law addressing the litigantsô obligations in 

handling ESI evidence; analyzing issues regarding the 

discovery, proffer, and admission of such evidence; dis-

cussing ethical dilemmas for both lawyers and judges 

when confronted with ESI evidence; and addressing con-

cerns regarding personal privacy and security. 

Court clerks Michelle Dennison, Linda M. James, and 

Valentina Smith completed, ñMicrosoft Excel: The Basics 

and Beyond the Basics,ò training on August 22-23, 2017, 

in Farmington, N.M.  The training was beneficial in learn-

ing the most efficient way to use the program for building 

worksheets through new and enhanced features. 

Judge Malcolm Begay participated in a training enti-

tled, ñDin® Fundamental Law,ò on August 29 - September 

1, 2017, in Farmington, N.M.  The Navajo Nation Judi-

cial Conduct Commission and Peacemaking Program co-

ordinated the training for judges with focus on Din® Fun-

damental Law and the new JCC rules and procedures and 

plan of operations. 

Court administrator Lavonne K. Yazzie participated in 

several strategic budget planning meetings and presented 

the districtôs proposed FY2018 General Fund Budget be-

fore the Navajo Nation Council Law & Order Committee.  

The Committee was supportive of the districtôs proposed 

portion of the Judicial Branchôs overall budget despite a 

shortfall in funding.  

Court clerk Geneva Salt and court administrator La-

vonne K. Yazzie participated in two Navajo Nation Inte-

grated Justice Information Sharing Project (NNIJISP) 

Judicial Branch Justware configuration work sessions to 

review and recommend enhancements to the court soft-

ware program. 

Judge Malcom Begay represented the Navajo Nation 

Judicial Branch at the Arizona State, Tribal and Federal 

Court Forum on September 15, 2017, in Phoenix, Arizo-

na.  Members and participants addressed child support 

Contôd on page 18 
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Aneth Judicial District 

The United States District Court Tribal Community 

Reentry Court (TCRC) for the District of Utah held 

monthly hearings in July, August, and September 2017, at 

the Aneth District Court for individuals from the Utah 

portion of the Navajo Nation.  The TCRC meets with par-

ticipants who have been released from federal incarcera-

tion to address the high recidivism rate of individuals re-

offending.  The TCRC holds monthly review hearings for 

participants to assist them with re-entry into the Aneth 

and surrounding communities. 

Staff attorney Glen Renner facilitated a pro s® clinic for 

the Aneth Judicial District on August 25, 2017, with 7 

attendees. Ms. Renner also helped Tuba City Judicial Dis-

trict by conducting a pro se class for the district on July 

31, 2017.  In addition, Ms. Renner assisted 84 individuals 

from the Aneth District who did not attend the pro se clin-

ic but came to the court seeking court-related information 

and questions. 

Court administrator Susie Martin participated in the 

Navajo Nation FY2018 budget orientation on July 13, 

2017, at the Navajo Nation Museum in Window Rock, 

Arizona. 

Court administrator Susie Martin participated in two 

Judicial Branch budget work sessions to prepare for the 

FY2018 budget.  Ms. Martin presented the Aneth Judicial 

Districtôs FY2018 general fund budget before the Law 

and Order Committee of the Navajo Nation Council on 

August 15, 2017.  The committee accepted the proposed 

budget presentation/report. 

The Aneth Judicial District staff diligently worked on 

completing their FMIS training requirements, i.e., FMIS 

Common Foundations and FMIS Inquiry.  All Aneth Dis-

trict staff, except two, successfully completed the training.  

They learned the basics of logging into and working with 

the Navajo Nation Financial Management Information 

System (FMIS). 

Staff attorney Glen Renner worked on the Domestic 

Violence Bench Book (draft) and reviewed forms for the 

Justware data management system with the aid of Kayen-

ta staff attorney Letisha Stover.  The attorneys met three 

times during the quarter to work on the projects. 

Court administrator Susie Martin participated in Just-

ware work sessions on August 28, 2017, and September 

14, 2017.  Work sessions are held to improve the case 

management system for the Navajo Nation Judicial 

Branch. 

On August 15, 2017, court administrator Susie Martin 

and staff attorney Glen Renner met with Utah Senator 

Contôd on next page  
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Mike Leeôs staff to present issues facing the 

Aneth Judicial District related to law en-

forcement, corrections, social services, and 

court services. 

On August 15 to August 18, 2017, court 

bailiff Daren Roberts obtained training in, 

ñDefensive Tactics.ò  The training was con-

ducted by the Navajo Nation Police Training 

Academy at the Kayenta Police Department. 

From August 28 to September 1, 2017, 

Judge Irene S. Black obtained training in 

ñDin® Fundamental Lawò during her travel to 

Din®tah.  She learned about the significance 

of the scared sites of Din®tah. 

From September 25 to 29, 2017, office 

technician Elvira Benally participated in the 

Four Corners Indian Country Conference.  

Conference topics included violence against 

women, elders, and children.  The conference 

also addressed human trafficking in Indian 

country. Mrs. Benally reported that the con-

ference was excellent, and she received a lot 

of valuable information. ǒ 

 

Chinle Judicial District 

CHINLE JUDICIAL DISTRICT QUARTERLY REPORT 

In Justware work sessions, the court administrator and assigned 

court clerks assisted the group in making changes to the data system.  

Currently, staff are working on the Justware Document Automation 

(JDA) forms with assigned staff attorneys. 

The court administrator has been actively involved in the budget 

process.  There were no personnel cuts and adjustments were made in 

operations to meet the districtôs allocation.  The court administrator 

attended the oversight committee, Budget and Finance Committee, 

and Navajo Nation Council budget hearings to support the districtôs 

budget.  The budget process and the discussions were of interest. 

Acting Chief Justice Thomas J. Holgate approved the districtôs re-

quest to move into the new building.  Employees are excited and have 

been diligently moving case files and furniture to the new building.  

Transfer of telephone lines by Frontier Communications is pending.  

Internet lines from the patch panel to the switchboard needs to be 

completed by the Judicial Branch IT Section.  The Chinle Judicial Dis-

trict has now moved into the facility and is currently providing ser-

vices at the new site. 

Judge Rudy Bedonie continued to cover Dziğ Yijiin Judicial District 

in addition to the Chinle Judicial District.  He presided and reviewed 

cases in Dziğ Yijiin Judicial District in Whippoorwill, Arizona, on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays each week.  The court administrators of 

the two districts worked together to coordinate the judgeôs schedule. ǒ 
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Dziğ Yijiin District 

The Dziğ Yijiin Judicial District provided court ser-

vices and coordinated meetings with chapters and local 

resource providers within the Dziğ Yijiin region. 

On July 6, 2017, court administrator Arlene Lee and 

Judge Rudy Bedonie presented on the daily court func-

tions, operations, and court statistics during the quarterly 

Dziğ Yijiin Regional Council meeting at Low Mountain 

Chapter.  The meeting included representatives from var-

ious chapters within the Dziğ Yijiin region. 

Court administrator Arlene Lee presented the Dziğ Yi-

jiin Judicial Districtôs proposed FY2018 general funds 

budget to the Law and Order Committee of the Navajo 

Nation Council on August 15, 2017.  The committee vot-

ed in support of the budget with minor questions on the 

funds to purchase a modular building to provide court 

services and house the court personnel. 

On August 2 and September 14, 2017, court adminis-

trator Arlene Lee and court clerks Marita Lee and Myron 

Begay attended Justware work sessions facilitated by 

Melanie Price. The group reviewed the functions of Just-

ware and recommended changes to better meet the needs 

of the courts. 

On August 15ï17, 2017, court bailiff Richard Claw 

successfully completed a 24-hour course and was recerti-

fied in the ñDefensive Tacticsò training offered by the 

Navajo Police Training Academy. 

On September 19, 2017, court clerk Marita Lee attend-

ed the Financial Management Information System 

(FMIS) training in Window Rock, Arizona. 

On September 27ï29, 2017, bailiff Richard Claw and 

court clerk Myron Begay participated in the Four Cor-

ners Indian Country Conference in Glendale, Arizona. 

Throughout the fourth quarter, court administrator Ar-

lene Lee attended meetings and work sessions on behalf 

of Dziğ Yijiin Judicial District including: budget orienta-

tion, budget allocation, and planning process for 

FY2018; court administrator meetings in Window Rock, 

Ariz., on August 30 and September 20, 2017; 2017 Judi-

cial Branch Training planning meetings on September 13 

and 14, 2017; and meeting with civil engineer and land 

surveyor with Iina Ba, Inc., on September 21, 2017, to 

discuss surveying 2.3 acres of tract designated for court 

modular building development. 

In collaboration with project manager, Andy Thomas 

with Capital Project Management Department (CPMD), 

the district completed the selection review process for 

professional services to develop a court facility for Dziğ 

Yijiin Judicial District. ǒ 
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Dilkon Judicial District 

Dilkon Judicial District staff attended trainings and/or 

work sessions pertaining to the Justware case manage-

ment system.  These work sessions, which are orientated 

by Judicial Branch IT staff, further enhance staff 

knowledge to understand and learn the application for a 

more uniform and efficient case management system. The 

court administrator and Subject Matter Expert/court clerk 

Christine Maloney attended Justware work sessions on 

July 26-27, 2017, and on September 14, 2017.   

The Dilkon Court conducts pro se classes as a form of 

public education on the last two days of each month with 

assistance from Louise Grant with DNA Legal Services, 

Inc. The classes have been very beneficial and, as a result, 

more people are attending the classes. 

The Dilkon Judicial District staff participated in the 

FMIS exercises. The majority of the staff completed their 

modules and received their certifications to access FMIS.  

This is an ongoing process with the Administrative Office 

of the Courts until all Judicial Branch personnel are certi-

fied. 

The court administrator presented the Dilkon Judicial 

Districtôs FY2018 general funds budget to the Law and 

Order Committee and the Nabikiyati Committee. 

Judge Cynthia Thompson and staff attorney Jordan Hale 

actively participated in meetings pertaining to the Tribal 

Action Plan throughout the quarter. 

The Dilkon Judicial District staff attended a staff devel-

opment session entitled, ñReflections of Our Chief Justic-

es,ò at Twin Arrows Casino and Resort on August 18, 

2017.   

Eight Judicial Branch employees are participating in the 

Navajo Technical Universityôs Navajo Language Tran-

scription, Navajo-English Interpreter, and Translation 

Program for one semester.  The Dilkon Judicial District is 

very proud to have one of its own court clerks, Peggy Ba-

he, selected to participate in the program.  Participants 

will earn certificates at the end of the semester. 

The following in-service trainings were held: 

¶ August 16, 2017, Robert Johnson, Peacemaking Pro-

gram, on, ñEclipseò 

¶ September 21, 2017, Sandra Dalgai, AOC/Fiscal, on, 

ñBudget update, FMIS, and fiscal processò 

Trainings are held to educate and update court personnel 

on legal matters so they are more productive and effective 

at the workplace and in serving the general public. ǒ 
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Window Rock Judicial District 

Court clerk Kendra Dale became a permanent employee 

with the Window Rock Judicial District on August 11, 

2017.  The district is fortunate to have her on board. 

The district hired Mattie Roan and Noreen Sloan on a 

temporary basis to assist the Window Rock Judicial Dis-

trict with filings and helping the public while two court 

clerks attended the Navajo Transcription training. 

Staff cleaned, packed, and moved more items from the 

old court to the new court location. However, there are 

items that remain at the building due to the shortage of 

storage space at the new location. The district plans to 

move a storage unit to the new site and purchase an addi-

tional unit. 

Court clerk Patricia Joe and office technician Patricia 

Mariano were designated co-acting court administrators 

during the absence of court administrator Verlena Hale.  In 

addition to their regularly assigned duties, both successful-

ly performed the duties of the court administrator by at-

tending meetings regarding the Window Rock Judicial/

Public Safety Complex, FY2018 Budget Instructions Man-

ual (BIM) orientation, budget work sessions with other 

Judicial Branch personnel, and budget hearings by the 

Law and Order and the Budget and Finance Committees. 

Judge Geraldine Benally attended the AMIkids Board 

Meeting on July 15, 2017, in Cuba, N.M. The program 

serves kids, including Navajo children, who are involved 

with the federal juvenile probation program which oper-

ates 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  The children re-

side in dormitories at a remote location which is structured 

to help them work through their issues and gain the skills 

needed to return to their families and communities.   

Judge Geraldine Benally and Judge Malcolm Begay pre-

sented on, ñHow to Apply Fundamental Law,ò during the 

National Institute for Trial Advocacy training on Septem-

ber 29, 2017. 

The Window Rock Judicial District Subject Matter Ex-

perts (SMEs) attended Justware work sessions and helped 

with the planning of the 2017 Judicial Branch Training to 

be held in Phoenix, Arizona, October 31-November 3, 

2017.  The Window Rock Judicial District SMEs are court 

clerk Corina Begay and office technician Patricia Mariano. 

Accomplishments by staff attorney Robyn Neswood-

Etsitty 

Conducted adult guardianship pro se clinics on July 13, 

2017, for 22 attendees; August 24, 2017, for 32 attendees; 

and September 26, 2017, for 37 attendees. 

Assisted with requesting additional funding to hire tem-

porary staff during the absence of two court clerks attend-

Contôd on page 19 
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Shiprock Judicial District 

The budget process for FY2018 was successfully com-

pleted.  Preliminary budget discussions and formulation 

of the Judicial Branch budget allocations were conducted 

during work sessions and orientations held on July 13-14, 

2017, and July 17, 2017. Presentations of district budgets 

before the oversight committee occurred on August 15, 

2017. 

Archiving of court records was successfully accom-

plished.  A total of 2,899 traffic civil/criminal court cases 

was processed and archived during this quarter. 

An inventory of bench warrants on 2009 traffic criminal 

cases was completed. 

The Shiprock Northern Justice Complex Task Force and 

Delores Greyeyes, director of Navajo Department of 

Corrections, held important meetings with the Navajo 

Nation Law & Order Committee. 

On July 28, 2017, at the invitation of Shiprock Chapter 

President Duane Yazzie, the Law and Order Committee 

toured the current public safety and court facilities and 

held discussions on the Shiprock Northern Justice Com-

plex. The Committee directed the task force and Ms. 

Greyeyes to develop a project plan and give a status re-

port at the Committeeôs next meeting. 

At the August 28, 2017, Law and Order Committee 

meeting, Delores Greyeyes gave a report on the project 

plan for the Shiprock Northern Justice Complex. The 

Law & Order Committee approved Legislation No. 0326

-17 which allocates $3.1 million for the Shiprock North-

ern Justice Complex, demolition of the former Shiprock 

Boys and Girls Club, site preparation, and pre-

construction costs.  Ms. Greyeyes and the task force were 

instructed to move forward with the project.   

On September 15, 2017, during the Shiprock Northern 

Justice Complex Task Force meeting, Ms. Delores 

Greyeyes, director of Navajo Department of Corrections 

reviewed the Request for Specific Statement of Qualifi-

cations for the Project Manager Consultant which is pro-

posed for legal advertisement on September 25, 2017, 

and ending October 30, 2017. Other updates included 

allocation of the $3.1 million and the demolition of the 

Shiprock Boys and Girls Club.  A pre-proposal meeting 

is scheduled for October 11, 2017, at the Shiprock Chap-

ter. 

The Shiprock Judicial Districtôs total caseload for 

FY2017 fourth quarter was 3,473.  This includes 2,545 

Contôd on page 19 
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Crownpoint Judicial District 

On August 16, 2017, the Crownpoint Judicial District 

participated in a site monitoring visit with the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs (BIA) Awarding Official Technical Repre-

sentatives.  This annual site monitoring visit is pursuant to 

the P.L. 93-638 contractual agreement between the Navajo 

Nation Judicial Branch and Bureau of Indian Affairs.  The 

representatives had numerous questions which the court 

administrator addressed.  The results of the visit are pend-

ing. 

The Crownpoint Judicial District included local staff in-

service training in its daily court operations. Staff attorney 

Sharon Noel provided a one-day training on the rules and 

procedures of domestic violence. The second training was 

ñActive Shooter,ò by Officer Farrell Begay.  Officer Begay 

alerted staff to be aware of individuals who are coming 

into the court building and their behavior.  The third train-

ing was on case management and what a permanent in-

junction is and what it entails. 

The court administrator worked on the opening of Pueblo 

Pintado Circuit Court. The punch list was issued by the 

Capital Project Management Department as a result of the 

walkthrough of the modular building.  The cleanup and 

renovation are complete. The electricity hookup has been 

completed. The building is almost ready for occupancy 

with a few punch list items needing to be addressed. Once 

the punch list items are addressed, Pueblo Pintado Circuit 

Court will receive its Certificate of Occupancy 

Judge Leonard Livingston presided over court hearings, 

reviewed pending motions, reviewed new case files, and 

handled court related matters at the Crownpoint and 

Ramah Judicial Districts. Judge Livingston is in Ramah 

Monday and Tuesday and in Crownpoint Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday. 

Three court staff updated traffic information from 1998 to 

present in Justware in preparation for the district to go live 

with e-payments.  The task was time consuming, but accu-

rate information is imperative to the on-line payment op-

tion. 

The office technician, one bailiff, and three court clerks 

completed trainings in, ñFront Desk Safety and Securityò 

and ñFire Safety.ò These trainings brought awareness that 

there is need to develop a fire evacuation plan as well as 

protocol for preparation for any type of incidents. 

The Crownpoint Judicial District responded to 93 disposi-

tional/document requests from the public and other entities 

including the Office of Background Investigations, Navajo 

Nation, New Mexico, and United States. I 

The court administrator participated in two court adminis-

trator meetings and two 2017 Judicial Branch Training 

Contôd on page 18 


