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The Tribal and Community Reentry Court Program 

held a hearing at the Aneth Judicial District Court 

during Justice Day on April 7, 2017. The offender 

reentry program is part of the U.S. District Court in 

the District of Utah and meets monthly at the Aneth 

Judicial District. Every other month the program 

meets via teleconference through technology used by 

the Navajo Nation court system and the District of 

Utah U.S. District Court.  

Cordell Wilson, federal probation officer for the 

District of Utah, comes out to the Aneth Court every 

month for the TCRC Program hearings making stops 

along the way to visit clients. He works with the 

courts to help his clients who are on probation with 

the federal courts. He typically has about 10 to 15 

clients who are on the Navajo Nation. 

The specialty court is one attempt to stop the revolv-

ing door of criminal activity.  

ñThe whole point is to have them be successful,ò 

Wilson said about the program. 

To do so, Magistrate Judge Dustin Peade himself 

makes the trip to Aneth every other month. 

When individuals get released back to their commu-

nities, there are usually conditions, such as getting 

treatment or finding a job. Not having support in 

meeting those conditions often sets them up for fail-

ure, Wilson said. ñSpecialty court is to lift them up so 

they donôt get overwhelmed,ò he said. 

The clients within the program are identified by the 

judge to be good candidates for the program. The 

judge also has the authority to recommend that proba-

tion be terminated for clients who successfully com-

plete the program. 

According to the U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services 

website for District of Utah, ñSuccessful reentry pro-

grams provide a way for offenders to return into the 

community and allow victims to feel safe and secure.ò 

The program usually celebrates when one of their 

clients graduates, which is accomplished by earning 
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Federal Probation Officer Cordell 
Wilson listens to Judge Dustin 
Peade via teleconference during a 
Tribal and Community Reentry 
Court Program hearing at the An-
eth Judicial District court room  on 
April 7, 2017. 
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2017 Justice Day photos 

Judge Rudy Bedonie, 

presiding judge for Dziğ 

Yijiin Judicial District 

and Chinle Judicial Dis-

trict, addresses the audi-

ence at Dziğ Yijiin Jus-

tice Day on April 4, 

2017.  

Administrative Offices 

of the Courts staff San-

dra Dalgai, Marquerita 

Lincoln and Raquel 

Chee educate the public 

about the history of the 

courts, job vacancies, 

the appeals process, 

and the Din® Action 

Plan during the Dziğ 

Yijiin Justice Day at 

Pinon Chapter house on 

April 4, 2017. 
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Judge Cynthia Thompson, and 

Chief Justice Allen Sloan with 

Dziğ Yijiin court staff at Jus-

tice Day. The theme was, 

ñJ®ôah·n§ago Ahiğ Naôanish.ò 

ABOVE: Chief Justice Allen Sloan speaks to the audience 

during Dziğ Yijiinôs Justice Day. Other speakers included 

Judge Cynthia Thompson, Pinon Chapter President Bessie 

Allen, and Percy Deal. Elizabeth Bryant provided enter-

tainment with songs. Dziğ Yijiin is the newest judicial dis-

trict, established in 2012. It serves the chapters of Black 

Mesa, Forest Lake, Hardrock, Low Mountain, Pinon, 

Tachee-Blue Gap and Whippoorwill.  RIGHT: The Peace-

making Programôs Traditional Program Specialist Harry 

Begay serves lunch to the public at Dziğ Yijiin Justice Day 

on April 4, 2017. 
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District Court Judge Leonard Livingston 

welcomes participants to the Crownpoint 

Judicial Districtôs Justice Day on April 4, 

2017. Court staff were also part of the 

agenda including Jacqueline Cambridge-

Belen, court clerk, who was the mistress 

of ceremonies, Darlene Desiderio, tradi-

tional program specialist, who gave the 

invocation and Eric Benally, court clerk, 

who gave closing remarks.  

Law and Order Committee Chairman Ed-

mund Yazzie was the guest speaker at the 

Crownpoint Judicial Districtôs Justice Day 

on April 4, 2017. The Law and Order 

Committee is the legislative oversight for 

the Judicial Branch. Chairman Yazzie rep-

resents Churchrock, Iyanbito, Mariano 

Lake, Pinedale, Smith Lake and Thoreau 

on the Navajo Nation Council. 

Service providers take the opportunity to 

provide information to the public in the 

court room lobby during Justice Day at 

Crownpoint Judicial District on April 4, 

2017. The Crownpoint Judicial District 

service area includes B§§h§§li, Baca-

Prewitt, Bahastlôah, Becenti, Casamero 

Lake, Chichiltah, Churchrock, Counselor, 

Coyote Canyon, Crownpoint, part of 

Huerfano, Iyanbito, Lake Valley, Lit-

tlewater, Mariano Lake, Mexican 

Springs, Nageezi, Nahodishgish, Ojo En-

cino, Pinedale, Pueblo Pintado, Red 

Rock, Smith Lake, Standing Rock, Tho-

reau, Tohatchi, Torreon, Whitehorse Lake 

and Whiterock.  
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LEFT: Aneth Judicial District Court on April 7, 2017. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Navajo Nation Law Enforcement 

ready to greet the public at Aneth Justice Day on April 

7, 2017. Other service providers gave public education 

on drunk driving and health care.  

LEFT: Staff of the Aneth 

Judicial District in front of 

the court house on April 7, 

2017, during Justice Day. 

Justice Day at Aneth in-

cluded a resource fair with 

service providers at the 

chapter house, a legal pro 

se clinic by staff attorney 

Glen Renner and a free 

luncheon provided by the 

Aneth Judicial District. 

Aneth Judicial District 

serves Aneth, Mexican Wa-

ter, Red Mesa, Sweetwater 

and part of Teec Nos Pos 

chapter.  
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Some of the pre-

senters at Dilkon 

Justice Day in 

front of the court 

house during Jus-

tice Day on April 

5, 2017, includ-

ing Judge Cyn-

thia Thompson, 

Navajo County 

Sheriff K.C. 

Clark, Navajo 

County Supervi-

sor Jesse Thomp-

son, Chief Justice 

Allen Sloan and 

Justice of the 

Peace B.J. Little. 

The court house 

opened in 2009 

and features Din® 

concepts incorpo-

rated within its 

rooms. 

Navajo Nation 

Council Dele-

gate and Navajo 

County Supervi-

sor Lee Jack Sr. 

addresses the 

audience at 

Dilkon Judicial 

Districtôs Jus-

tice Day on 

April 5, 2017. 



 

 

Dilkon staff attorney Jordan Hale, Supreme 

Court Law Clerk LaVerne Garnenez and 

Peacemaking Programôs Dawnell Begay ed-

ucate the public about the Judicial Branch 

during Dilkonôs Justice Day on April 5, 

2017. Mr. Hale was also a featured speaker 

as part of the Dilkon Justice Day agenda.  
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Judge Cynthia Thompson hands out lunch 

plates of Navajo tacos to the public  during 

Dilkon Judicial Districtôs Justice Day on 

April 5, 2017. The theme for Justice Day 

was, ñTaking Initiative to Enhance Commu-

nity Justice.ò Dilkon Judicial District serves 

the communities of Birdsprings, Dilkon, 

Greasewood Springs, Indian Wells, Jeddito, 

Leupp, Teesto, Tolani Lake and Whitecone.  

Students visit service providers during 

Dilkon Judicial Districtôs Justice Day. Many 

local organizations and law enforcement en-

tities gave out public education to partici-

pants of Justice Day.  In addition to service 

providers, Dilkon Justice Day also featured 

breakout sessions on Din® Family Violence, 

Probation, and Capacity Builders.  


