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DAMAGE: The harm or loss sustained by reason of personal or property 
injury. 

Yisdil; atilyaa. 

DAMAGES: Compensation for loss or injury suffered, money that a court 
orders paid to a person who has suffered a loss or injury by the 
person whose fault caused it. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DAMAGES: 

ACTUAL DAMAGES: Real, substantial and just damages, or the amount 
awarded to a complainant in compensation for his actual and 
real loss or injury. 

COMPENSATORY DAMAGES: TO pay the injured party for the injury 
sustained and nothing more. 

Atibi'diilyaii ba nina'ilyehigii. 

CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES: Such damage, loss, or 1nJury as does not 
flow directly and inanediately from the act of the party, but 
only from some of the consequences or results of such act. 

Atiho'diilyaa dcc bik'ij~' t'aa ei biniinaa beeso 
ats'anaadahineezdee' danilinigii inaadaelt,'go ninadoclyeligii. 

EXEMPLARY OR PUNTIVE DAMAGES: An increased award over and above 
compensation, due to the wrong done to the plaintiff was 
aggravated by circumstances of violence, oppres~ion, malice, 
fraud, or wanton and wicked conduct on the part of the defendant. 

Atibi'diilyaaigii b8 nina'ilyaa dcc bik'ij~' nalyeeh doc akQQ 
adziidzaaigii binaanastl'QQgo bil ninazh'doodleel. 

GENERAL DAMAGES: Money given to the plaintiff according to the law, 
which pays him for the wrong done to him. 

INCIDENTAL DAMAGES: Side costs; small amount of damages which are 
incidental. Award made by the court for reimbursing the party 
for minor expenses, resulting from a breach of contract. 

Iishghahji ats'a'iizdeelgo anina'doclyeel. 
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LIQUIDATED DAMAGES: An amount that was previously written into a 
contract that a signer of the contract must pay if he doesn't 
do what he has said h( '.. ~ll, damages for anticipatory breach. 

Alha'deet'.inigii naasdi t'aa haiida k'iinlti'go beeso bB 
ninazhdoodleel 

NOMINAL DAMAGES: A small sum paid to the injured party when higher 
loss is either very small or of unproven amount. 

T'aa konisheigo bee atiho'diilyaago t'aa bee niltsohigo 
nina'doolyeel. 

PUNITIVE DAMAGES: Extra money (in addition to actual or compensatory 
damages) given to the injured party to help keep a particular 
bad act from happening again and to punish the one who caused 
the damages. 

Haadi do doo akcnaazhdoo'niil da biniiye nalyeeh la' 
inaaneiltsoodgo ei bil ninazh'doodleel. 

SPECIAL DAMAGES: Compensation for injuries that resulted from the 
wrong but didn't necessarily have to follow it. For example, 
X punches Y and Y's mother has a heart attack. X has to pay 
for the funeral. 

, 
Atiho'diilyaa doc naadaalahg06 ats'anaada'iizdeligii bik'e' 
nina'ilyehigii. 

DEBATE: Algha'dit'aah. 

DECIDE: To give a judgment. 

Bee nihoji'aah. 

DECISION: A judgment by the court 

Bee nihoot'anigii. 

DECIARATORY JUDGMENT: A judicial action that states the rights of the 
parties or answers a legal question without awarding any damages or 
ordering that anything be done. 

Beehaz' aanii bee ha ahoot.' i 'igB bee haa uohwiiniidzh.' go bee 
ach'iji nihoot'.inigii. 

DECLARE: Announce publicly or formally. 

Bee ha' oodzii ' . 

.
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DECEDENT'S ESTATE: Property (or things) left by a person who died. 

DECREE: A judgment of a court that announces the legal consequences of 
the facts found in a case and orders that the court's decision be 
carried out. 

Bee nihoot'anigii. 

DEED: A document by which a person transfers the legal ownership of 
land. 

Keyah aadeet'anigii binaaltsoos; keyah binaaltsoos. 

DEEM: Treat as if; for example, if a fact is "deemed true" it will be 
treated as true unless proven otherwise; assume; be inclined to 
think; be of the opinion. 

T'66 nahalin. 

DEFAME: To injure a person's character or reputation by false and 
malicious statements. 

T'aa akojileehgo dine yoochfiid bee baa nahojisne'; biniinaanii tfaa 
adingo6 dine yooch'iid bee baa nahojilne'. 

DEFAMATION: See Defame. 

DEFAULT: 1. A failure to perform a legal duty, observe a promise, or
 
take care of an obligation. 2. Failure to pay on time.
 

Bee nihozhni'ane~ bikeede~ jidineesdlii' (failure to pay on time), 
azhdooliilgo beehaz'aanii binahj~' adee hazdoodzi"~ doo ajiilaa da. 

DEFAULT JUDGMENT: Result of the failure to take a required step in a
 
lawsuit; where a court will enter jUdgment against one party which
 
failed to do so.
 

Hwee ni'iltsoozgo t'aadoo baa nijist'~~d dago bee haa honeeznaa 
dooleel. 

DEFEND: 1. To help to stop the attack on someone or against one's self; 
2. To argue for one's self or on behalf of another in a lawsuit. 

Ada yati'; ach'"h yati' (to argue for one's self in a lawsuit); 
ach'"h atihat'i', adaa atihat'i (to defend one's self against 
attack) • 
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DEFENDANT: The person against whom a legal action is brought. 

Adqqh dah hast'aanii; bee astsoosii; baa hwiinit'iinii. 

DEFENSE: The sum of the facts, law and arguments presented by the side 
against whom legal action is brought. 

DEFENSE WITNESS: A person who is called to testify in court by the 
lawyer for the defense. 

Baa hwiinit'iinii ba oo'iinii. 

DEFINE: To tell the meaning of a word or phrase. 

Saad; ha'oodzii; iiyisii aalyilniinii. 

DELAY: To purposefully make the proceedings go slowly. 

TO' aa koodigo (going slowly); t' aa t"dee (slowly); t' aa Akojim!ehgo 
hoogal~~ jidini11tloo'. 

DELIBERATE: To carefully consider. planned and thought out slowly enough. 

T'aa bitseedi hazho'o baa ntsahaskeez (carefully thought out), t'aa 
bitseedi baa ntsahaskeez doo baa yaati'go ei binahj~' naakits'aadah 
dah nahaaztanigii nidahodoo'aal (jury deliberation). 

DELIBERATE: Planned in advance; premediated; intention. 

T'aa bitseedi hazho'o baa nitsidzizkeezgo bikeed,~, bi'jiilaa. 

DELINQUENT: Willfully and intentionally failing to carry out an 
obligation. 

Bee nihozhni'anQQ t'aa Akojileehgo bee akeed,,' jidineesdlii' 0 

(intentional failure to carry out a promise); beehaz'aanii binahj~' 
h44h yisz~~d y~~ t'aadoo ajiilaa da (failure to perform a legal 
duty) • 

DELINQUENT (COMMERCIAl. CONTEXT): Overdue and unpaid debt. (See also
 
juvenile delinquent)
 

DEMAND: The assertion of a claim or legal right, asking for what is due, 
claim. 

Jokeed; jokeedgo bee jistee' 
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DEMEANOR: Physical appearance and behavior (of a defendant or witness 
at trial), including what and how a person says something, his/her 
tone of voice, gesture, etc. 

Ajit'eegi doc ajoot'~~lgi bee hweehozin. 

DEMISE: Death; end of life; passing away. 

Iinan~~ ninit'i'; da'asts" 

DEMOLISH: Destroy . 

.JiilchxQ' . 

DENY: To declare not to be true; a refusal or rejection. 

DENIAL: The declaring of something to be false. 

See Deny. 

DEPEND: Rely upon. 

Ba'hoosnii' (dependability); ba'hodli (depend). 

DEPOSITION: The taking of a witness's sworn testimony taken out of court. 

T'ahdoo aahwiinit'~ihg66 baa hWiidin6ot't~lii t'aa tl'60'di 
bina' idiki' • 

DEPRIVE: To take (something) away from another (e.g., a right or 
privilege) • 

Bee ha ahoot'i' yt~ hats'" kol'i. 

DEPRIVATION: The state of living without something to which one is due 
(for moral or legal reasons). 

See Deprive, 

DEPUTY: An official assistant. 

Naat'aanii yika analwo'igii. 

DEPUTY COURT CLERK: Aadahwiinit' ii gone' naaltsoos iil'ini yika analwo'i. 

DEPUTY SHERIFF: An assistant to the Sheriff. 

Silao yika analwo'i. 
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DESCRIBE: To give the details which identify. 

Bee beehozinii hazho'o baa hane'. 

DESCRIPTION: Details necessary for identification. 

See Describe. 

DESERTION: Abandoning wife, husband or child with no intention of either 
returning or of reasuming the financial and other duties of marriage 
or parenthood. Abandoning other duties, such as the military 

Yoo' ajiilt'e'; yoo' ajiinil (abandoned them). 

DESPAIR: Hopelessness. 

DESPERATE: Being hopeless (and therefore acting recklessly) 

T'aadoo hoI hoosihqigoo t'aa azaaka na'ada. 

DESTROY: Demolish. 

NijiilchxQQh; atijiilaa. 

DETECTIVE: A person who investigates crimes. 

Silao na'alkaahii. 

DETAIN: To hold a person against his or her will. 

Dine t'aadoo iinizin da ndi jot,'. 

DETENTION FOR QUESTIONING: The holding of a person by a policeman or 
similar public official. 

Na'ididookil biniiye t'oo' altseed silao dahot,'. 

DETENTION CENTER: A jail for short-term prisoners. 

Awaalya bil haz",gi. 

DETER: To keep someone from doing something,to discourage or stop by fear. 

Bits'" koho'dolzin. 

DETERMINE/DETERMINATION: A final decision of a court. 

Akee'di nihoot'inigii. 
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DETRIMENT: Any loss or harm. 

Atsa'nideel; ats'a'iideel bee atiho'dilyaa. 

DEVASTATE: To destroy. 

Ni'iilchxQQh. 

DEVASTATING: See Devastate. 

DEVASTATION: See Devastate. 

DEVELOP: To bring something further c..long in its natural and constructive 
process. 

DEVICE: An instrument; tool. 

Bee i'doolniilii; bee ni'doonishii. 

DEVISE: The gift of land or things on land by will. 

Doc na'adoosnii' dago bikeyah y~~ adoolniilgi yik'eh ahoolaa; keyah 
yik'eh cihoolaa. 

DIAGNOSE: To reach a decision after a careful study of facts. 

Hazho'o naaskaa' doo neel'i~'go bik'ehgo nahazt'anigii. 

DIAGNOSIS: Decision reached through careful study. 

See Diagnose. 

DICTATE: 1. To talk while someone else writes down the words; 2. To 
give irrefutable orders. 

Yaatih:Lgii naaltsoos bikaa nii'niil (writing down what one says); 
kodiiniil ho'di'niigo bik'ehgo i'jil'inigii (to follow orders). 

DIE: To cease living. 

!ina nini t ' i ' . 

DIFFER: To have a separate and opposing opinion. 

DIFFERENCE: The way in which two or more things are not alike. 

AI'" at'e; doo aheelt'ee da. 
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DIFFERENT: Not alike. 

Al'Oi at'e. 

DIFFICULTY: Something which stands in the way of things getting done; 
trouble. 

T'aa nanitl'a; bich'i' nahonitl'a. 

DIRECT: Immediate or straight. 

T'aahooshch'i'; t'aa k'ehozdonigo. 

DIRECT EVIDENCE: Proof of a fact. 

Bee yeet'iinii t'aa beehozinigii. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION: The first questioning in a trial of a witness by 
the side that called that witness. 

Oo'iinii t'aa bitseedi nabidikidigii. 

DIRECTED VERDICT: A situation in which the judge takes the decision
 
out of the jury's hands by telling them what they must decide as a
 
matter of the law.
 

Beehaz'aanii binahj~' nihodoot'aalgo naakits'aadah dah nidinib~~higii
 
nihwii'aahii yee yil nAbalne'igii.
 

DIRECTION: Way; orientation. 

Aajigo; kot,eego. 

DISABILTIY: Physical or mental, the absence of adequate physical or 
mental powers. 

Nazhnitl'a (physical disability); honitsekees bee hach'~' anaho6t'i'
 
(mental disability).
 .' 

DISAGREE: To be on the opposing side in an argument or debate# 

Doo il akot'ee da.
 

DISAGREEMENT: See Disagree.
 

DISASTER: A terrible happening.
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DISCHARGE: Release; remove, free, dismiss. 

DISCLAIM: To .",il.l:ie; renounce a claim, righ~ or interest. 

Doo niidzh' da. 

DISCLOSE: To show something previously hidden. 

tishjAni alyaa; hach't' iishjAni alyaa. 

DISCOVER: To find something previously not in sight. 

DISCOVERY: The formal and informal d~sclosure of information between sides 
in a lawsuit. The disclosure by one party of facts, titles, or 
documents to the opposing party who needs this information to properly 
prosecute or defend the case. (See also Motion For Discovery) 

Alhee'astsoozii alhidinilnaago bee eedahozinii il iishjani iileeh. 

DISCRETION: Power to act within general guidelines, but without either 
specific rules to follow or the need to completely explain or justify 
each decision or action. 

Hol bohoneedzAni gone' nihwiit'aah; bee haz'aanii b"h adingo ts'ida 
hol bohoneedzii gone' e'elneeh. 

DISCRIMINATE: See Discrimination. 

DISCRIMINATION: The failure to treat equals equally; the setting up of 
illogical categories to justify treating persons unfairly. (See 
also age, sex and racial discrimination). 

Ak'ij~' idli; ats"'ji idli; lahgo at'eego aanits8h8kees; doo 
aheelt'eegoo aanitsahakees; nahdigo aanitsBhakees, t'aa a'ohgo aa 
nts8hakees. 

DISEASE: ~,h dahoyoo!'aalii. 

DISHONEST: Not truthful, cheating; deceitful; fraudulent; untrustworthy;
 
untruthful.
 

Yooch'iid; ina'adlo'. 

DISINTERESTED: Impartial; not biased or prejudiced. 

000 adizhdeelt'i' da (no interest in the matter); doo bizhneedli~ da; 
laanaa doo hwiinidzin da (no interest in the thing or person). 
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DISMISS: Decline, deny, disallow, lay aside, set aside, reject. 

Ch'iheelghan; nahji' kolyaa; nahj~' hanaaltsooz~ nahj~' ninadeet". 

DISMISSAL: A court order or Ju~gment that puts a lawsuit ou~ of court. 
(See also "dismissal without prejudice" and "dismissal with prejudice." 

Naaltsoos niiltsooz yee nahj~' konalyaa; naaltsoos niiltsooz yee 
nahgoo hanaaltsooz. 

DISMISSAL WITH PREJUDICE: A court order that puts a lawsuit out of court 
and no further lawsuit may be brought by the same person on the same 
facts. 

Naaltsoos 'niiltsooz y+e doo baa niBaahodoot'~~l dago nahgoo hanaaltsooz 

DISMISSAL WITHOUT PREJUDICE: A court order that puts a lawsuit out of 
court but it can be later refiled by the same person on the same 
claim. 

Naaltsoos niiltsooz yee nahgoo hanaaltsooz ndi t'aa baa 
ninaahodoot'~~lgo haz"~ naaltsoos nahgoo hanaaltsooz y+e t'aa baa 
na8hwiidinoot'~~l. ' 

DISMISS FOR FAILURE TO STATE A CAUSE OF ACTION UPON WHICH RELIEF CAN BE
 
GRANTED: When the judge puts aside the· complaints because enough acts
 

which would support a right to damages have not been stated.
 

Naaltsoos niiltsooz yee biniinaanii t'aa adingo t'oo nahj~' 
hanaaltsooz. 

LISOBEY: To not do what one has been told or directed to do. 

000 ak'ehol'i! da. 

DISORDERLY: Behaving in a manner that is generally unacceptable, careless 
or disgraceful. 

Baa yahasinigi ajit'i (disgraceful behavior), doo aaniig66 ajiit'~~d 
(unacceptable behavior). 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT: Action or conduct that disturbs the peace or shock
 
public morality.
 

DISPATCHER: The policeman who operates the police station is central 
radio. 

Nilch'i halne'e silao yee alch'~' dahalne'e ya dab sidihigii. 
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DISPOSE OF: Get rid of. 

Nahgoo kolneeh; altsogo nahji' kodoolniil. 

DISPROVE: To show to be false, d~ny, invalidate. 

DISPUTE: A disagreement between persons about their rights and obligation 
to another. 

Saad ho19J saad hazlii'. 

DISy£SPECT: A lack of proper behavior toward someone of authority or 
high position. A lack of respect toward another individual. 

Doo il ili~ da. 

DISRUPT: To cause the slowing or stopping of proceedings by being 
improper. 

Nijiilchx99h; nazh'niltl'a. 

DISTRESS: Great pain or sorrowJ make unhappYJ anxiety; trouble. 

I'diil'a; yini,yii'a'go yeego i'diil'a, ach'i' hodiiznaa'. 

DISTRICT: A sub-division of many different types of areas (such as states, 
counties or Indian reservation) for judicial or political purposes. 

Hadahwiisdzo; bil hadahwiisdzo. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY: The head or top criminal prosecuting lawyer for a 
certain political subdivision, usually of each sta~e district. 

Agha'diit'aahii yah i'iiniilii; Waashindoon be'agha'diit'aahii yah 
i'iinili. 

DISTRICT COURT: Trial courts of the U.S.· each one in a federal district, 
that may be a whole state or part of a state. Also trial court in 
a state. 

Waashindoon aadahwiinit'i ayaai. 

DISTRICT JUDGE: The judge at the lewest level of a judicial system
 
usually a trial Judge.
 

waashindoon bi'anihwii'aahii woyahgoigii.
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DISTRU~T: To not believe in the honesty or motives of someone. 

Doo ho' doodl" da; haa ayahoolni. 

DISTURBING THE PEACE: It generally means J.nterrupting the peace, quiet 
or good order of a neighborhood. 

DIVORCE: The ending of a marriage by court decree. 

DOCKET NUMBER: Numbers and letters assigned to cases for indentification. 

Naaltsoos niiltsoozigii binumber. 

DOCTOR: Someone who practices medicine. 

Azee' ii1 ' i.ni. 

DOCUMENT: Generally refers to official paper such as allotment papers, 
grazing permit, homesite lease, land use permit or family census
 
card.
 

Naaltsoos; naaltsoos bOholnihigi.iJ naaltsoos ilinigii.
 

DOMICILE: A permanent home or residence of a person. 

LJUBLE JEOPARDY: Prosecuting a person for the same criminal offense a 
second time after he has been found not gUilty the first time. 
This is prohibited b¥ the U.S. Constitution. 

Naaltsoos hwee niiltsooz yee t'aa ei hwee ninaanaltsooz (the same 
complaint was filed again); naaltsoos hwee niiltsooz, haahwiinist'!~dgo 
hach'iji nihoot'" yeeni' t'aa ei hweeninaanaltsooz. 

DOUBT: Uncertainty of mind about proof in a trial. 

T'aa naaki nili. 

DOUBTFUL: Having beliefs tha~ something may not be true. 

Doo woodl" da. 

DRIVE: To operate the steering mechanisms of a vehicle. 

Na'ab'ts . 
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TO DRIVE BY: tighah ch'i'nib~~z, iighah dah adiilwod.
 

TO DRIVE OFF: Hol dab adiilwod, hol ya'iiltaal.
 

DRIVER'S LICENSE: That certificate, issued by the state, which grants 
to someone the privilege to operate a vehicle. 

Naaltsoos bik'ehgo na'abffsi. 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL (DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED): Operating 
a vehicle with a greater than allowable amount of alcohol in one's 
bloodstream. 

Ajidl~~go ajoolbas; hol honeezdogo ajool~s. 

DROP: "To drop charges", to decline prosecution. 

Nahj~' kolyaa; ni' kolyaa, ch'et'ah. 

DRUNK: 11 honeezda; tsi'na'ada. 

DRUNKEN: Having a greater than legally allowable amount of alcohol in 
one's bloodstream. 

See Drunk. 

DUE NOTICE: Reasonable notice. 

T'aa hol hoone'. 

DUE PROCESS OF LAW: Due process of law requires that no person shall 
be deprived of life, liberty, or pro~erty without due proces~ of 
law. For example, a person should always have notice and a real 
chance to present one's side in a legal dispute a~d that no law
 
or government procedure should be arbitrary or unfair.
 

Beehaz'aanii binahj~' ach'~' ha ahoot'i', beehaz'aanii ha·at'ehigii;
 
beehaz'aanii binahj~' ach'iji hodl99go bee ha ahoot'i'igii.
 

DULY: Properly, in the correct fashion.
 

DULY	 SWORN: Having given a promise in the proper way to tell the truth. 

T'aa aaniigoo hodoonihgo bee adee ha'doodzi'igii; yooch'iid bf~ 
adingo bane'. 

DURATION: A prescribed span of time. 

kli zah j ~' i 1 hoo' a 'i naas hoolzhish; hodeeshzhiizh. 
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DURESS: Unlawful pressure on a person to do what one would not other
wide have done. It includes force, threats of violence, physical 
restraints, etc. 

T'aadoo bee haz'an" iidooliilgo dine bee biyanahodzigiz, 
ayanahagizJ ayanahagiz bik'ehgo (under duress). 

DUTY: 1. An obligation to obey a law. 2. A legal obligation to 
another person. 

Beehaz'aanii binahjt' naanish htth niilyaii, h'th silahigii. 
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